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Abstract: In this paper, two species from the family Salticidae are described from Suriname,
Peckhamia soesilae sp. nov. and Chirothecia soesilae sp. nov.

Introduction

The genus Peckhamia Simon, 1901, forms a small group with 7 species: Peckhamia
americana (Peckham & Peckham, 1892) from Mexico and the USA, P. argentinensis Galiano,
1996, from Argentina, P. picata (Hentz, 1846) from the USA and Canada, P. prescotti
Chickering, 1946, from Panama and El Salvador, P. scorpionia (Hentz, 1846) from the USA
and Canada, P. seminola Gertisch, 1936, from the USA and P. variegata (F. P-Cambridge,
1900) from Panama. The genus Chirothecia Taczanowski, 1879, comprises 11 species:
Chirothecia amazonica Simon, 1901, from Brazil, C. botucatuensis Bauab, 1980, from Brazil,
C. clavimana (Taczanowski, 1871, from Guyana and Brazil, C. crassipes Taczanowski,
1879, from Peru, C. daguerrei Galiano, 1972, from Argentina, C. euchira (Simon, 1901), from
Argentina and Brazil, C. minima Mello-Leitao, 1943, from Argentina, C. rosea (F. P.-
Cambridge, 1901) from Panama, C. semiornata Simon, 1901, from Brazil, C. uncata Soares et
Camargo, 1948, from Brazil and C. wrzesniowskii Taczanowski, 1879 from Equador.

During a collecting-trip to Suriname during 1984, 1 discovered two new Salticidae. Chirothecia soesilae sp.
nov. and Peckhamia soesilae sp. nov. are the first species of these genera recorded from Suriname. This is the
third paper in the series dealing with Salticidae of Suriname, the others being Makhan (2005, 2006).

Holotypes of both species described here are deposited in the University of Suriname, Department of
Entomology, Paramaribo, Suriname,

Peckhamia soesilae sp. nov. (Figs. 1-3, 7)

Type: Holotype male. Suriname, district Saramacca, 15.8.1984, coll. D. Makhan (Only the
holotype).

Description (holotype male): Total length 2.8 mm. Carapace 1.4 mm long, 0.8 mm
wide, brown, anterior margin dark-brown, with brown hairs, posterior lateral side light brown
and with white hairs, lateral margin smooth, anterior lateral eyes small, anterior median eyes
large, posterior eyes large. Mandible with one tooth. Labium and palpi brown. Abdomen 1.3
mm long, 0.8 mm wide, brown and with brown hairs. Epigynal spinnerets brown. First leg 1.7
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mm long, brown, metatarsus with 2 rows of long spines and tibiae with 3 rows of long spines,
and with thin brown hairs. Second leg 1.7 mm long, femur dark brown, tibia and patella light
brown, lateral side dark brown, metatarsus and tarsus gray. Third leg 1.7 mm long, femur dark
brown, patella, tibia, metatarsus and tarsus light brown, the lateral side dark brown. Fourth
leg 3.0 mm long, femur and tibiae dark brown, patella, metatarsus and tarsus light brown.

Etymology: This species is named after my wife, Soesila Makhan.

Remarks: This new species is very distinct from the other species of the genus and there is a
difference in the shape of the palpal organ.

Chirothecia soesilae sp. nov. (Figs. 4-6, 8)

Type: Holotype male. Suriname, Nieuw Amsterdam, 10.8.1984, coll. D. Makhan. (Only the
holotype).

Description (holotype male): Total length 3.5 mm. Carapace 1.7 mm long, 1.0 mm wide,
brown, margin black-brown, lateral margin smooth, posterior third with a narrow white band
of white hairs, from dorsal side to lateral margin. Mandible with two teeth. Anterior median
eyes large, anterior lateral eyes small and same size as posterior lateral eyes. Labium and
palpi brown. Abdomen 1.6 mm long, 0.8 mm wide, brown, with brown setae. Epigynal
spinnerets brown. First leg 2.4 mm long, dark brown, metatarsus with 2 rows of short spines
and tibiae with thick brown hairs and with 3 rows of short spines. Second leg 1.8 mm long,
brown, tarsus light brown, the lateral side dark brown. Third leg 1.8 mm long, brown, the
lateral side dark brown, tarsus light brown. Fourth leg 3.5 mm long, brown, femur dark
brown, lateral side dark brown.

Etymology: This species is named after my wife, Soesila Makhan.

Remarks: This new species is very distinct from the other species of the genus and there is a
difference in the shape of the palpal organ.
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Figs. 1-3. Peckhamia soesilae sp. nov., male right palpal organ, 1 = retrolateral, 2 = prolateral, 3 = dorsal
(scale line = 0.25 mm)
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Figs. 4-6. Chirothecia soesilae sp. nov., male right palpal organ, 4 = retrolateral, 5 = prolateral, 6 = dorsal
(scale line = 0.25 mm)

Fig. 7. Peckhamia soesilae sp. nov., 7 = male habitus, lateral view (scale line = 0.8 mm)
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Fig. 8. Chirothecia soesilae sp. nov., 8 = male habitus, dorsal view (scale line = 0.9 mm)
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